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Another Language: Ghost Town

Another Language Performing Arts Company is celebrating its 3oth anniversary this year, and
co-founders Beth and Jimmy Miklavcic are commemorating the occasion with their newest
project, Ghost Town. Unlike the "Interplay” online theatrical performances they've produced
for the past decade, Ghost Town is a completely online, crowd-sourced, ongoing project on
the subject of Utah's ghost towns—as the Miklavcics say, "remnants of bygone eras where
change required the inhabitants to leave their dreams behind." Utah has approximately 150
ghost towns, and 35 have already been explored in this ongoing project that began last year.
Responses have come in a variety of media formats. Marden Pond composed the "Sanctuary"
suite based on the Great Salt Lake's Gunnison Island; Gretchen Reynolds is creating a puppet
piece about the ghost town of Alta; and Barbara Chamberlain is working on a short story
based on Bullion Canyon in Sevier County. Anyone can participate, but artists must register
online at Another Language's site, and all entries are curated by Another Language.
Contributors include Babs DeLay and Bella Hall, Alyssa Kay and Sego Lily School students,
Callous Physical Theatre, folk-music duo Hauns Mill, renowned folklorist Hal Cannon and
bluegrass band Red Rock Rondo, including composer Philip Bimstein and singer/songwriter
Kate MacLeod. By the very nature of its technological medium, Ghost Town also explores the
implications of digital "presence" at such sparsely inhabited sites. Another Language provides
an opportunity for participants to look back at Utah histories that might have been lost and
contemplate how echoes of the past may resonate in the present. (Brian Staker) Ghost Town
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